STUDYING  PRIMARY  CHILDREN7	403
for Mary's card and jot down the date and observation.. In
this way knowledge of each child accumulates; progress in
a certain type of behavior becomes evident; the teacher's
interest in the child as a personality increases; and the spe-
cific places where a child needs guidance become more
evident.
The brief anecdotal record lends itself admirably to the
study of child behavior. To be of greatest value anecdotes
should be selective, recording the behavior most significant
for child development. Too often teachers describe trivial
incidents or negative behavior, or dramatic events which
may not be particularly significant or typical. The record
should report concretely what actually happened or was said,
and the interpretation should be kept separate from the
statement of fact.
The teacher has an excellent opportunity to study the
social development of children. With the co-operation of
research workers teachers could build up a significant body
of information in this relatively neglected area of child
development. Methods of study similar to those which have
been used by Murphy, Koch, Jack,2 and others in the pre-
school field should be applied to the study of school children.
The teacher can obtain information about a child's family
background and previous history from visits to the home,
conversation with the child and with the parent, older
brother, or sister who brings him to school. Under existing
conditions most classroom teachers have no time to visit'
the homes of the forty or more children in their classes, but
special visiting teachers can render great service to individual
pupils. The ratio of visiting teachers to pupils who need
the services of a social case worker is at present extremely
inadequate compared to the need.
The most important outcome of the first visit to a given
home is a friendly relationship between parents, child, and
teacher. Once this relationship is established, information
of the following kind may be obtained:
2 See pages 229-230.

